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Hi there. My name is Ian 

For those of you who enrolled in this course from a video featuring a fellow 

with an American accent, I do apologize. I'm but a humble geographer and no 

salesman, so I asked my friend Chris to help me out with that. I'm sure you'll 

quickly get used to my Australian accent. Now lets talk about the course... 

 You’ll find both your login and password in the Thankyou email  

 When you sign in and enter the membership area, all 7 lessons are 

available up-front 

 All lessons have (where applicable)… 

o A feature video with a short description of what you can expect 

to find in it. 

o A Downloadable captioned version of the video (“-

captioned.mp4” suffix) 

o A Downloadable copy of the lesson text (“-text_restricted.pdf” 

suffix) 

o A Downloadable copy of the presentation, if one was used (“-

presentation_restricted.pdf” suffix) 

o A Downloadable transcription of the video (“-

transcript_restricted.pdf” suffix) 

 The different parts of the lessons complement each other. No single 

video or download will contain the full story for a topic. For that reason, 

you‘ll get the most benefit from the course if you tackle the modules in 

the following way. 

o Print the lesson text out, read it, and write notes on it if you need 

to. 

o Do the same for the presentation if there is one 

o Some of you will also find the transcription to be useful, and 

might also want to write notes on that too 
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o Then watch the video and replicate what you see demonstrated 

in the video on your own computer. Watch the videos multiple 

times if you need to. You may need to slow the video down to 

see some of the finer points, and you may need to speed it up if 

you already understand what I’m talking about. 

TOOLS 

So, how do you go about speeding up and slowing down a video? I use video 

playback software to do this. There are a few programs around that can help 

you with this. Here’s a selection of them…  

Software Webpage 
playback 

Desktop 
playback 

Cost Comments Link 

Myspeed Yes No (see 
comments) 

$30 Easiest to use because of the 
on-screen controls. 7 day 
free trial. 

www.enounce.com 

Myspeed 
Premier 

Yes Yes $100 I use this. Easiest to use 
because of the on-screen 
controls. 7 day free trial 

www.enounce.com 

Windows 
media 
player 

No Yes Installed 
with MS 
Windows 

Multiple mouseclicks 
needed to get to playback 
settings…Right-click in the 
video area -> Enhancements 
-> Play Speed Settings 

n/a 

QuickTime 
Player 

No Yes Free Keyboard shortcut Ctrl K  www.apple.com 

 

Lets now talk about the lessons. You’ve logged in and you can see the 7 

lessons. Here’s what’s in them… 

Lesson One is the Quantum GIS tour: How to install it, how to find your way 

around it, and a brief introduction to map interpretation. 

Lesson Two is about Traps With Maps: If you feel tempted only to do the 

lessons that you think are most relevant to you, for example if you just want 

to know how to shade a map, how to digitize, or how to Geocode, unless you 

already have a very good understanding of mapping (i.e. you’re a professional 

cartographer) then I beg you to do Lesson 2 as well. Too many people use a 

GIS to create maps without understanding issues of data quality that go hand-
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in-hand with the maps they’re using.  It’s akin to giving a young man a V8 car 

for his first vehicle – all that power, but no understanding of the danger! 

In Lesson Three I teach you how to shade a map:  Not just shade it, but also 

how to go about creating legend classes that are sensitive to the problem that 

you’re mapping.  Although I use the census data set, the techniques I teach 

could just as easily be applied to environmental or engineering problems. 

In Lesson Four I teach you how to turn a paper map into a GIS map:  I also 

show you how to go about interpreting your own map for use in a GIS, and 

give you some hints on how to get non GIS professionals to contribute to your 

GIS project. 

In Lesson Five I show you how to Geocode:  That means how to turn a 

spreadsheet into a map.  First I show you how to format the address data in 

your spreadsheet, and then how to geocode to Google Maps, how to geocode 

to a GIS road map and how to geocode to a GIS address point map. 

In Lesson Six I talk about geographical query (for example, how to find out if 

something is inside or outside your field area).  I also show you the power of 

combining geographical query with database query 

In Lesson Seven I show you how to design a map for printing (simplistically, 

with a scale bar and legend), and how deliver it to a client so that its properly 

documented, and so they can easily reproduce your mapping if they need to. 

Finally, in the Extra Stuff area I talk you through 15 examples of GIS projects 

that I’ve worked on over the years.  There is also an eBook for you to 

download.   

Please use the comments area if you have problems. I’d prefer to answer your 

questions there so that others can benefit from them too. 

See you inside   Ian 
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